
MOUNT ARLINGTON STUDENTS ATTEND MODEL UNITED NATIONS 

PROGRAM TO ADDRESS WORLD ISSUES:  

FOOD SECURITY, GENDER EQUALITY, AND ENERGY SOLUTIONS 

 

MOUNT ARLINGTON MODEL UN DELEGATES AT DREW UNIVERSITY:  (L to R)  
Denis Ege Barbaros, Allison Hand, Kaylie Blanchard, , Gizelle Castaneda, Madison Moran, Jolie Parisi, 
Madalyn Plug and Kita Guerra. The delegations presented their solutions for energy, food security, 
and Women Equality. 
 
As United Nations has declared 2019-2028 as the United Nations Decade for Family Farming, students 

from Mount Arlington School have researched and proposed resolutions for the global issues of food 

security, gender equality, and energy solutions.  Four delegations recently attend the Model United 

Nations Program at Drew University where they met with other students in the region in a General 

Assembly and committee caucus groups to debate and discuss solutions to these global challenges. 

Drew University Model UN Program offers the unique opportunity for students to work with political 

science majors who are also currently interning at the United Nations.  The Drew students serve as 



caucus committee leaders to facilitate the students’ discussions and debate.  After an opening ceremony 

and overview, the students meet with their peers from other schools to discuss the resolutions each 

country proposed.  Prior to the event all draft resolutions are made available on-line for students to 

review in advance of the conference.  The goal of the caucus meetings is for the delegations to prepare a 

final resolution to present for adoption at a closing General Assembly. 

In the opening ceremony, the Chairman of Drew’s Political Science & International Relations Department 

Professor Carlos L. Yordán, who reviewed all of the students’ research papers and resolutions, praised 

the students for their detailed solutions.  He found that their work sent a message of hope for the future 

and his grandchildren.  He felt that the students represented our future leaders who have the skills to 

address extremely challenging global issues such as climate change and humanitarian aid with solutions 

to those in need. 

The Delegation of China, represented by members of the Class of 2020, Denis Barbaros, Kaylie 

Blanchard, and Allison Hand, are encouraged by the United Nations Sustainable Development Goal SDG 

7 that aims for clean and affordable energy to ensure universal access to affordable, reliable and 

modern energy services and to increase substantially the share of renewable energy in the global energy 

mix.  They also acknowledge the significance of SGD 7 in that the goal can create pathways to help with 

poverty eradication, food security, clean water and sanitation, health, education, economic growth, and 

empowerment of youth and women, while combating climate change.  They recommend the use and 

development of more alternative sources of energy to coal, natural gas, and fossil fuels such as:  Solar 

Panels, Solar Cookers, Wind Generators/Turbines, Pedal-O-Watt Systems with Storage Batteries, 

Hydropower, Geothermal, and Biomass.  They want more research and development of electric cars and 

compressed-air buses.  They also want more funding for research into ways to remove greenhouse gases 

from the atmosphere and/or repair the ozone layer with a focus on developing the technology used in 

the production of petroleum products including the reduction in flaring at gas fields.  

Kaylie Blanchard added, “The program was very educational and a great experience.  I learned about 

what it is like to pass a resolution at a real debate.”  Allison Hand found that the experience “was 

eye-opening in that I learned what it is like to attend university.”  Mount Arlington’s China Delegation 

was award the Outstanding Delegation Award for Energy.  

The Delegation of the Honduras, represented by members of the Class of 2020, Robert Neff and Olivia 

Cardona, hopes countries will work with UN organizations to coordinate the reduction in the usage of 

petroleum-based fuels and will develop and use more biofuel as well as other greener alternatives.  They 

recommend the building of safe reusable energy generators such as hydropower, solar, wind, and 

biofuels through project funding by the UN World Bank Programme.  They recognize the importance of 

training local and regional experts in developing regions at universities as part of the project funding by 

the UN World Bank Programme.  They also recommend the building safe modes of transport powered 

by electricity and the installation of  energy stations required to have charging stations for electric cars 

and offer other alternative fuels such as biofuel.  For Honduras, they see a solution of using sugar cane 

plants for the production of ethanol fuel.  



Both Energy delegations identified the new science of Urbanomics as a solution to help reduce energy 

use in urban areas.  Urbanomic engineers use infrared technology to identify heat sinks in city buildings 

so that cities can work with owners to control energy costs.  The infrared data is then used in computer 

models to help mitigate this major impact to the environment. 

The Delegation of Israel, represented by members of the Class of 2019, Kita Guerra, Madalyn Pflug, 

Ashley Zheng, and Olivia Keenan, discovered many facts about food security.  First, one in nine people 

around the world do not get enough food to be healthy and lead an active life.  Second, there exists the 

need to make special efforts to meet nutritional needs, especially of women, children, older persons, 

indigenous peoples and persons with disabilities, as well as of those living in vulnerable conditions. 

Third, the number of chronically undernourished people in the world increased to nearly 821 million in 

2017, from around 804 million in 2016.  Fourth, 45% of child deaths occur from malnutrition.  

 

In terms of practical solutions they recommend two products.  They feel that  the distribution of 

GrainPro Storage Bags, a simple, inexpensive product intended to help farmers keep their grain 

market-fresh by sealing out water,  will reduce the 50 percent loss of every grain and pulse harvest in 

the developing world that is lost to pests and mold.   They feel that the distribution of Off-Grid Water 

and Irrigation Pods as promoted by World Economic Forum 2018 will provide remote areas with the 

technology to start providing access to potable water and basic irrigation pumps using solar panels for 

power. 

 

The Delegation of the United Kingdom, , represented by members of the Class of 2019, Madison Moran, Jolie 

Parisi, Gizelle Castaneda, and Isabel Delapena, addressed the issue of Gender Equality.   From a historical 

perspective they recognized the importance of the  UN Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action which 

states that the full implementation of the human rights of women and of the girl child as an 

inalienable, integral and indivisible part of all human rights and fundamental freedoms.  They are 

encouraged by United Nations Girls’ Education Initiative to help girls without school access in 

developing countries.  They discovered that in 39 countries, daughters and sons do not have equal 

inheritance rights including Saudi Arabia, South Korea, India, Algeria, Malaysia, Iran, Turkey, Indonesia, 

Egypt and Jordan.   They support the elimination of all forms of violence against women and girls in 

public and private settings and want to bring awareness to the UN White Ribbon Campaign which is 

associated with November the 25th - the UN Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women. 

Mount Arlington’s United Kingdom Delegation was awarded the Outstanding Delegation Award for 

Gender Equality. 

Madalyn Pflug and Kita Guerra described the opportunity:  “We enjoyed Model UN because of the 

experience and exposure it gave us.  It was enjoyable to share new ideas and collaborate with others.” 

Jolie Parisi, Gizelle Castaneda, and Madison Moran agreed, “Model UN was fun and interactive.  Being 

able to work with others to achieve a goal helped us to see from others’ perspectives.” 

 



 

 



 

 



 

OUTSTANDING DELEGATION AWARD FOR GENDER EQUALITY 



 





 

OUTSTANDING DELEGATION AWARD FOR ENERGY 


